CHAP. six.        BULKED CITY OF BIJAYANAG-AE.                 447

of Hindu art. Inside the city there is a temple with one of
those lofty gateways, called Goparams, towards which hosts
of worshippers once marched, and many yet march, by a broad
roadway. Standing there we readily imagined the religious
processions with the Jaganath cars, the catafalques and other
paraphernalia which must have passed along this way in the
palmy days of the kingdom. The natural beauties of the place
set off the objects of art in an extraordinary degree. The site
was originally chosen for the sake of the water supply from the
Tumbadra, which here runs through the midst of low hills and
granite boulders. The levels being very suitable, channels and
watercourses were conducted from the river to all parts of the
extensive city. The Tumbadra sometimes courses over its
rapids, and then rests in its deep pools which reflect the bright
sky and dark rocks. It was once crossed by a viaduct, with
monolith granite piers, of which many are yet standing. Several
of the old watercourses are still in use, and from them is
derived irrigation for the rich soil in the hollows surrounded
by granite. After our weary journeyings in aridity, dust and
glare, it was passing strange to find ourselves in the midst of
gloom, shade and moisture, contemplating the green patches of
sugar-cane and listening to- the murmurs of the watercourses.
The wide-spreading city, once crowded with hundreds of thousands
of people, is now tenanted ordinarily by a mere handful of
villagers. At this time, however, it was occupied temporarily
by a multitude of a different class, for there we found gathered
together for our inspection many thousands of poor people who
were being employed on the roads in the neighbourhood.

Thus after inspecting the fields villages and market towns,
examining the condition of the distressed poor, and the manner in
which the able-bodied were engaged, also observing the prin-
ciples on which relief was being administered to the infirm, we
were able to form a precise idea regarding the nature and
progress of the famine.

The circumstances fortunately differed from those described
in chapter XVII. regarding Behar and northern Bengal. Here
a railway was running right through the distressed country